
May 17, 2019 

 

 

Parents, Guardians and Caregivers of Rising 10th Graders: 

  

Jordan school counselors, teachers and Principal Taylor came into your child’s World History classes Thursday and Friday 

of this week to give students information about the AVID Program, which is starting next year with a sophomore cohort.  

  

Here are some questions that you might have: 

-What is AVID?  

Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) is a selective, nationally-acclaimed program that seeks to both 

challenge and support students on their path to attending a four-year college or university.  AVID employs 

research-backed curriculum and strategies to ensure that students succeed in their current classes and in their future 

academic opportunities.  AVID places its students in advanced classes and provides them with trained AVID teachers in 

their content courses and access to free tutoring.  AVID works closely with families to foster a strong learning 

community and encourages students to be active and participate in extracurricular activities.  At graduation, it is the goal 

of the Jordan High School AVID Program that students will be ready to attend a four-year university on scholarship. 

 

-Who should we be recommending for AVID?  

Any rising tenth grade student that is academically driven but does not necessarily have the skills to succeed in advanced 

courses without support.  These might be students recommended for honors- or AP-level courses but have some 

reservations and worries about whether or not they will be able to handle the rigor on their own.  These could also be 

students that are considered recommending for advanced courses but did not because they felt they might struggle a bit 

too much.  The Jordan AVID Program, like most AVID programs, is also looking to support students that are typically 

underrepresented on college campuses or who might need significant financial assistance to be able to attend college. 

 

-How will students benefit from AVID?  

The students in the AVID Program will take English and Social Studies courses with their cohort with AVID-trained 

teachers.  The program will have many of the same benefits at the Freshman Academy’s team model, allowing teachers 

to more easily support students.  The students will also take an AVID Elective Course each year, which helps to build 

organizational skills, reading and writing competency, and proficiency on college admissions tests.  Additionally, students 

will have access to numerous tutoring opportunities. 

 

-What is the application process?  

Students will have to complete a short application (info sheet, short answer questions, short writing sample) and ask 

two teachers to submit recommendation forms to Student Services.  One of these recommendations must come from an 

English or Social Studies teacher to ensure that we have someone that can speak to their writing ability.  The 

applications are due May 24th to school counselor Ms. Redmond. There is also a parent info session Tuesday May 21st in 

room 112 starting at 6:30pm.  

 

If you have further questions or concerns, feel free to reach out to Jessica Redmond (jessica.redmond@dpsnc.net) or Joe 

Holthaus (joseph.holthaus@dpsnc.net). 
 

 

Thank you, 

         The AVID Team 
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